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The Library World 


Editorial 


We wish our readers success and prosperity for 1935. In the pages of our las 
number was given a brief retrospect of the events of 1934, and there is no ————- 
in repeating any part of it. Suffice to say, the year was one of the most memorable in t 
annals of libraries from the point of view of the new buildings which have been ereéted to 
serve great places. The year before us will present a full programme of work for all librarians. 
The major interest will probably be the conference to be held at MancheSter in September, 
when hundreds of librarians will have the opportunity of seeing the building of the largest 
of British, if not of European, public libraries. We understand, too, that the conference 
will deal systematically with the efficient library in the modern community, but no doubt 
fuller information upon this programme will be forthcoming very shortly. The time is 
not ripe, we fear, for us to expeét anything in the shape of a consolidating library a€&t which 
shall bring into coherency the scattered library laws of this country. We hope something 
will be done in the year to improve the examination system of the Library Association, which 
fails to give satisfaction as it stands at present. We confidently expeé that the co-operation 
_embodied in the Regional Library Bureau will be extended, and as our recent pages have 
shown, we hope that the National Central Library will be relieved of some of its financial 
anxieties by direé action upon the part of public libraries and of the Treasury. There are 
signs that the country is gradually returning to prosperity, and we hope that in any such 
event libraries will benefit and librarians will receive some attention in the matter of their 
salaries. 


January, 1935 


* * * * * * 


The protest made in the Westminster libraries’ report against the low moral tone of 
modern fiction has produced the usual crop of rather ignorant comments in the press about 
libraries as purveyors of fiction. A particularly irritating one appears in the magazine called 
Life and Letters, which of late has come under a new editorship. This magazine advocates 
the banishment of current fiction from the public library and links the supply of modern 
fiction with such things as cinemas, soda fountains, greyhound tracks and public houses, 
things with which they do not in any way compare. We are invited to consider a suggestion 
being made in Sweden that libraries should be free only to those who need special colleétions, 
or who are children, or who produce evidence that they are unemployed. The note concludes : 
“the right solution is that no public library should have on its shelves for free lending any 
novel published less than ten years ago.” Our readers will be amazed and amused at+this 
resuscitation of a nineteenth century argument in the year 1934. We presume that a man 
so well informed as the editor of Life and Letters must certainly be will know that there is 
fiction published to-day which ranks with the best fiction of the past. He ought also to know 
that the public library is an institution that exists for the supply of literature and that fiction 
is a definite part of literature, and the public library will probably always supply it in spite 
of this sort of argument. If the editor had pleaded for a high standard of fiction, both literary 
and moral, something might have been said for that, but the banishment of all fiction that 
has not been in existence ten years, is an absurd proposition in these democratic days. 


* * * * * * 


The decline in the issues of fiétion recorded by public libraries all over the country, 
except in places where the libraries are new, gives no real support to the contention of the 
editor of Lite and Letters. \t merely means that for certain sections of the public there have 
been displayed invitingly in shop windows in main thoroughfares numberless volumes of 
brilliantly-jacketed books which they can borrow without responsibility for the negligible 
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sum of twopence weekly; that is, negligible to them. There is, however, a vast public 
untouched entirely by these libraries, to whom twopence is of some consequence. ese 
people are not necessarily unemployed, or otherwise mendicant as the editor implies. They 
are people who definitely believe that the community may combine for the oo of 
books as it may combine for the ——- of water and light. There should be in every 
community one place where the very best literature, representatively selected, of the day in 
which we live, may be found. In the county, it is, of course, the county library with its many 
centres in smaller distriéts ; in the large town, it is undoubtedly the public library. And in 
a large town the public library must be fully representative, in spite of the stuff that is talked 
by the new librarian about limiting stocks to books which are “ produétive” ; that is all 
very well for a small place or for a suburb of a large city. In a large town, the success of a 
library is dependent in large measure upon its completeness. If fiction of good quality were 
omitted from the stock simply because the Chairman of the Westminster Public Library has 
discovered that modern fiction is in part not as moral as he, being a clergyman, would like 
it to be, one of the greatest cultural parts of literature would be lacking. Such a position 
it is impossible to contemplate. 
* * * * * * 


If we expressed doubts as to the wisdom of re-instituting a preliminary examination 
in the Library Association, which doubts were based upon our fear that the examination 
would be of lower standard than the schools leaving certificate, they have been set at rest 
by the four papers which were set in the examination on Wednesday, the 7th. It is quite 
true that the examination occupied, so far as the written part is concerned, one day only ; 
but in that day students were expected to work six hours and to take four different papers in 
that time. The first paper, on English language and literature, involved an essay which was 
to take an hour on subje&s which certainly gave play for the candidate’s intelligence and 
powers of composition. The remainder of the paper was a solid test in the translating of 
poetical forms and pictures into literal language, interpreting passages from great literature, 
and there was in Section B a testing series of questions dealing with Mr. Shaw’s place in 
the modern drama, of what use is poetry, and subjeéts of that type. Part 2 was a paper with 
four very clever arithmetical questions on it, three of which were to be worked in half an hour. 
These dealt with what may be called the arithmetic and mensuration of the every-day financial 
and other processes in libraries. We have worked three questions in twenty-five minutes, 
and although it is a fair — the time allowed was hardly sufficient. A searching paper on 
history and geography followed, with four questions to be answered in ninety minutes. 
The first paper was a very good test of the a of observation and the knowledge which 
assiStants might be expected to have found in the course of library work. On the whole, 
it will probably be objected that the examination was too severe. As we have criticised 
this examination prospectively on the ground that it might be too simple, it is fair to say that 
the student who has satisfied the examiners, presuming their standard to be fairly high, in 
these papers, has justified his admission to the definitely professional: examinations. 

* * * * * * 


The unexpected death of Mr. George A. Stephen, of Norwich, came as a distressing 
surprise to a wide circle of librarians, not only of those who knew him personally, and they 
were many, but also of thousands of other librarians and assistants whom his work has 
instructed and influenced. A Londoner by birth, it was in London that he established his 
reputation as the leading authority on public library book-binding in this country. And 
it was at Norwich that he proved that he possessed the highest ideals and the practical capacity 
to make them materialise in various branches of librarianship. His work for local biblio- 
graphy was model. As an individual he was earnest, friendly and sound. As a councillor 
of the Library Association he was a doughty fighter, a tenacious and informed committee 
man, -and an indefatigable worker. That his work has come to so premature a conclusion 
must be a matter of regret to all our readers. 
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The Cult of the Specialist 
By E. HarGreaves, F.L.A. (Leeds Public Libraries). 


THatT specialization is one of the most dangerous tendencies of modern times is no new 
suggestion. To travel through life in blinkers is a miserable form of progression, for there is 
every reason for believing that what is happening all around is quite as important and interest- 
ing as that which is happening direétly in front. The great tragedy of this tendency is that a 
narrow vision does not develop a broad mind, and broad (not shallow) minds are among the 
greatest needs of our time. A specialist is, generally speaking, a very biased person, though he 
himself is the last to realise it. There are, admittedly, specialists and specialists. There is the 
specialist whose whole life is devoted, for instance, to the study and pursuit of a dangerous 
microbe and whose work may be of great importance to mankind. Long may such a “ pro- 
fessional ” specialist flourish and his shortcomings—his narrow mind, etc.—be forgiven him. 
It is the “‘amateur” specialist who is to be deplored, the man, who, when his work is finished, 
reads, thinks, and dreams of nothing, say, but inseéts. His specialising will probably never 
benefit anyone but himself, and he will rarely be able to give his fellow men a sane con- 
sidered judgment on any subje&—not even on inseés. 

How then does this danger affeé librarians ? Very acutely, is the answer, because a 
librarian in blinkers is a very dangerous creature. Unfortunately the specialist school is very 
strong in the library world, and among its more recent spokesmen is Mr. Anderson. Let 
us consider his scheme for specialised reading among library staffs, which he mentioned in 
the Library World for Aug.-Sept. His scheme is not new, but it serves to illustrate the ideas 
of the specialist. 

Immediately after gaining a knowledge of the standard authorities in various subjeéts 
(which is, incidentally, a life’s task for most librarians), the young assistant is encouraged to 
specialise. The result is that young Smith knows almost everything about aeroplanes, but he 
has not familiarised himself with the ever increasing number of books on the thousand and 
one other subjeéts. How can he be expected to have done so when specialisation means the 
Studying of one subjeé to the exclusion of others ? What kind of book seleétion is going to 
result when such an assistant, perhaps one day, becomes responsible for that side of the 
administration of a library system ? His lop-sided outlook will result in a lop-sided book stock. 

Only in a large system could Mr. Anderson’s scheme b pconon. work owing to the 
enormous number of subjects on which books are published compared with numbers of 
Staffs. Even in such a system the proportion of subjects to staff is overwhelming and it will 
only be occasionally that the specialised knowledge available is required. Surely it would 
be better that an assistant should have a working knowledge of half a dozen subjeés than an 
exhaustive knowledge of one. As Sir Frederick Kenyon once said, “ It needs only a bowing 
acquaintance with mathematics to be able to dire& a Student to a work on trigonometry .. .” 

It must be remembered that by far the greater number of enquiries are from people 
having practically no acquaintance with the literature of their subje&. Their wants are soon 
satisfied without the experts’ help. The only person your specialist assistant would really 
benefit is precisely the man who doesn’t ask his help—namely, the specialist. 

To know a part of one’s stock exhaustively can only be done at the expense of one’s 
knowledge of the whole stock—yet the whole is greater than the part. In addition it must 
be remembered that a librarian is required to keep in touch with the new books which descend 
upon him in ever increasing numbers. What time he has for specialising it is almost impossible 
to see. 

H. R. Tedder once said of the librarian, ‘“‘ He cannot be deep, but should be wide in 
his studies. The more he reads the better, with certain qualifications and exceptions . . 
Superficial knowledge, sufficiently extensive and properly co-ordinated, is all that can be 
expected of him.” What the librarian should do, both Kenyon and Tedder have said 
emphatically, is to make himself the master of the great books, 
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The specialist who reads thoroughly through all the books on his particular subjeé, 
might well ponder Bacon’s di€étum—‘ some books to be tasted, others to be swallowed, 
and some few to be chewed and digested.” 

In book sele&ion practical knowledge of a subjeé& is often harmful, for we are apt to 
evaluate the subject rather than the book and to place too high a value on that subjeé. 
Culture and specialisation cannot live together, and only culture can give the book-selector 
the gifts of taste and discrimination. He cannot know every book, but he should know which 
books are worth while when he sees them. Only with a broad cultured mind can he genuinely 
appraise. 

ra Let us beware then of the specialist and let us remember that specialist and librarian are 
mutually exclusive terms. 


The Arrangement of Fiction 
By G. R. Micxtewricnurt, A.L.A. (Deputy Librarian, Chesterfield). 

In the November issue of the Library World, there appeared under the heading “ Library 
Topics ”’ the statement that :—‘‘ The question whether novels are better arranged under authors 
or topics, is again being considered by some librarians. Ipswich have arranged a selection of 
2,000 under broad subjects, to see if the topical arrangement appeals. It will be interesting 
to see if it attraéts the public attention sufficiently to secure its permanent use, but if we are not 
very much mistaken the practice of one sequence will prevail.” 

Perhaps our experience at Chesterfield with regard to the arrangement of fiction may be 
of interest to librarians who are considering the question. The following statistics will give 


an idea of the extent of our problem here. 1932 1934 
Population ..... 64,146 (1931 Census) 
Number of Adult borrowers __..... 14,632 
Size of Lending Library .. 60 by 30 ft. 60 by 30 ft. 
Fiétion stock 8,509 vols. 9,386 vols. 
Fi&tion additions during the year ‘ihe 2,768 vols. 3,547 vols. 
Annual fiction issue .. 218,036 vols. 269,765 vols. 
Daily Average fiction issue 803 vols. 908 vols. 
Saturday’s average fiction issue (winter months) _ 1,300 vols. 1,650 vols. 


It is obvious that with our borrowers and issues increasing out of proportion to the 
increase in our stock, we must obtain the maximum use out of every novel we have. To do 
this we must be sure that our books are accessible to the people who want them. 

Many librarians are aware of the inadequancy of an alphabetical author arrangement of 
fiction, and various experiments have been made. Such headings as Sea stories, Country life, 
etc., have (probably) been mentioned in suggestions for an arrangement of fiction, whilst one 
library system has adopted a “ classification ” according to the Dewey decimal classification 
tables. My argument against the latter is that a reader cannot be expected to classify a book 
he has never seen or heard of under the Dewey system, and also that the basis for the arrange- 
ment should mot be the subject of the books, but the saffes of the readers, i.c., types of books. 

I think we shall all agree when I say that librarians should consider the point of view 
of the public when deciding upon the arrangement of any collection of books in an open access 
lending library. The main thing is to be sure that the maximum use if made of every book added 
to the stock of the library, and this can only be done by a careful consideration of the view- 
point of the average reader. 

At Chesterfield I think we can claim to have done this—if only on the evidence of the 
success of our arrangement (not classification) of fiction which was adopted in July, 1932, 
and has therefore been thoroughly tested. 

The arrangement is deliberately based upon the point of view of the public using the 
library. We have analysed the tastes of our readers and have thus divided the fidtion stock 
into six types of novels, 
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1. Standard Authors. 2. Adventure and Mystery. 

3. Romances. 4. Humour. 

5. War Books (now a very small section). 6. Historical Novels. 
We do not claim that this arrangement is theoretically perfect or is even intended to be so ; it is a practical 
arrangement adopted to suit the needs of the people using the library. 

At this stage one is apt to gather the impression that we pander to the public, a thing 
that we do not do, our book seleétion contradicts that. But we argue that : if a library provides 
fiction it should attempt to assist its readers by making the stock as accessible as possible. 

Readers can be divided into two classes :-— 

1. Those who do know what book they want. 
2. Those who do not know what book they want. 

Those in Class 1 (approx. 5 per cent. of the fiction reading public) read the type of novel 
that we place in the “ Standard Authors ” seétion. (If they don’t, they have the intelligence 
to be able to decide which of the other seétions will contain the book they require). 

Those in Class 2 (the other 95 per cent. of the fiction reading public), although they do 
not know exaétly what particular book they want, do, however, comeinto the library for a de- 
finite type of novel, 7.e., a “ love story,” “ detective yarn” or a “ war book,” etc. The arrange- 
ment we have adopted enables them to find a book to suit their taste. They know exaédtly 
where they can find novels of adventure, mystery, romance, humour, etc., since the seétions 
each contain a definite type of novel which has a direét appeal to definite seétions of the fi€tion 
reading public. 

In addition, the arrangement has solved the practical problem of congestion. Under an 
alphabetical order of authors, nearly every reader used to make a tour from A—Z (looking 
for his or her type of novel), whereas now a reader goes straight to the section or sections 
containing the type of novel required, and makes his choice. On Saturdays our figures have 
dropped from 250—300 people in the library at 7.30 p.m. to about 80—120, and yet we are 
issuing 300—400 more novels alone ! 

Of course the faé& that readers will tend to go pam to, say, the Adventure and Mystery 
section, make their choice, and then, unless we are careful, pass out at the exit counter without 
any further examination of the library stock, is only a strong argument for a planned display 
of non-fiction. 

At Chesterfield we have our fiction seétions so that readers cannot fail to see displays and 
collections of non-fiction books. Between each seétion of fiction is a display of non-fiction 
together with attractive posters, etc., whilst the centre of the library is taken up with a large 
display board (12 feet in length), which bears attractive posters and books. In other wall 
we “ set our Stall out ” to assist readers and to let them know exaétly what we have got to 
offer them in all seétions of our stock. The results are apparent in the fact that despite the 
huge increases in the fiction issue, the non-fiction percentage has increased. 

I am aware that much that I have written is easily open to criticism, but I should like to 
point out to any critics that our arrangement of fiction is simple, convenient, popular and a 
great asset both to our borrowers and to the general efficiency of thedibrary. 


Note on Periodical Literature 

Certain lines of inquiry might be pursued with advantage. For example, it is time that 
some assessment of the periodical literature taken by libraries was taken. The first thing 
to do would be to make a census of all the magazines received by libraries and from that to 
discover what periodicals librarians have found to be in most regular demand. We are not 
sure that the lists of periodicals in every library receive drastic revision from time to time. 
This appears to us to be a most necessary part of the work of the library. Another matter on 
which it would be interesting to have combined opinion would be the work that the news- 
room is doing to-day in the public library. Of late years, it has been assumed that this depart- 
ment is obsolescent, if not obsolete. It would be valuable to know to what extent this depart- 
ment is being used and by what kind of readers. In any case, the time has come when the 
continuance of this rather expensive department should be justified. 


= 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear PuBtitivs, 
Like Abou ben Adhem, in Leigh Hunt’s poem, you may safely “ write me as one that 
loves his fellow men,” for it is on behalf of some of them that I pen this screed. 

Since I last charged pen with ink, to indite a diatribe concerned with the lamentable 
State of one or two excellent people, I have spent some time investigating the question of the 
SALARIES 
paid to Librarians, chiefly for the betterment of my own Staff, for January with us brings 
consideration of our remuneration, and also, be it admitted, with some thought for my own 
finance, being pressed by the butcher, the baker, the candle-stick maker, and the Inland 

Revenue. 
I used to think that you and I were hardly dealt with, but now I know that there are 
others in far worse plight, as revealed by a study of the published statistics of British Public 


Libraries. 
The following brief table is worth the serious attention of all who have the welfare of 


Library workers at heart. Sa/aries Paid Number of Staff 
£168 3 
£172 5 
£190 3 
£200 3 


£243 4 
Imagine the private circumstances of a Librarian, three assistants, and a caretaker, keeping 
body and soul together on salaries that average {34 8s. per person. Where is the “ modest 
home in decent circumstances ” that friend McColvin portrayed in his pithy paper read at 
the September Conference ? If the upkeep of a home depends on the salaries listed, I am 
afraid that there must be some CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Mind you, since I am not a reporter for one of the sensation-loving dailies, | have not 
paid a visit to the town concerned. I admit that I do not know the private circumstances of 
the five heroes who all work a calendar year for a combined earning of £172. For all I know 
the gallant five may be passing rich, working for that atrocity known as 

Pin Money 
and the £34 odd may go direé to the purchase of cigarettes, chocolates and theatre tickets. 

The faét remains, however, that in the year of grace 1933 our professional returns were 
disfigured by this blot. I realise, of course, that our returns were also larded by some 
satisfactory salaries, but consideration of the well-paid should not blind us to the existence 
of the anomaly. Book Funps, 
too, are deserving of some consideration, and I have found some truly microscopic alloca- 
tions for the purchase of new books. | thought fifty pounds was poor, but I travelled rapidly 
down the scale, until I came to £22, £11, £10, and, finally, the noble sum of £9 per annum. 

What feats of book seleétion are performed by the Librarians concerned I cannot even 
pretend to understand. Do they scour the second-hand bookstalls ; do they deal only with 
the lowest-priced “ remainders,” or do they buy a few good books and let the rest of the 


output of the presses go hang ? 
Some day I must write to the men concerned and crave their indulgence to be informed 


how it is done. , 

I must hasten to congratulate the worthy editor of the 1935 Year Book, on the pro- 
duétion of a publication of more than passing interest to every member of the Association. 
There was great joy in the hearts of some of my juniors when they saw their names duly 
recorded. I have been wondering, however, if our Year Book might not be expanded to 
include statistics of all British Libraries. We should then have, in one handy volume, all 
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that pertains to current library information. What thinkest thou? My suggestion may be 


the means of 
TAKING BREAD FROM OTHER MEN’s Mourus 


for we have two year books of library Statistics published already, but like every other poor 
simpleton of an inventor | fancy my scheme. I| should welcome an expression from your 
pen on this notion. 

I saw an INTERESTING IDEA 
in a library monthly journal last month. Some pages had been devoted to a digest of the 
history of the library movement in that town, from 1847 onwards, with thumb-nail sketches 
of personalities, the first Librarian, first Chairman, and so on, interleaved with data as to 
when openaccess and Dewey were adopted, in pre-war years, some Statistics, and a few photo- 
graphs. The Librarian concerned tells me that he is proposing to reprint it in booklet form, 
for broadcast distribution in the town, as purely library propaganda. This could be done 
in many towns, and would prove of much interest to the ratepayers, showing how the mites 
of themselves and their forebears had been expended. 

My next suggestion, | admit, emanated from my spouse, who thought it rather a pity 
that when we were all in London, for the Conference, our President did not broadcast 
a short message, which, coming from the president of an association boasting over 1,000 
delegates, would have been at least as interesting as the utterances of the Cotton Queens, 


CHIMNEY SWEEPS AND CINEMA CELEBRITIES 
who make their bow to the microphone every Saturday as being the “ interesting people who 
are In Town To-night.” Some might dub the notion as beneath the presidential dignity, 
but | am certain that our worthy President would have had some neat words to say, words 
that would have long been remembered. 

The Association has been fortunate in its presidents, and our present head is likely to 
prove an admirable choice, for he has wit, wisdom, and the graces. I cordially wish him a 
memorable year of office. 

In my youth I used to think that the British Museum and a 


KNIGHTHOOD 
represented the crown of a Librarian’s career, but | have now exercised the feminine privilege 
of changing my mind, for | have come to think of the pleasure of filling the presidential 
seat as being a more desirable ambition. Alas and alack, it will never be my lot, unless, say, 
in 1977, by virtue of being the oldest inhabitant, | automatically qualify. 
To you, Publilius, and to my colleagues of the profession, I extend my greetings. May 
1935 bring you recognition beyond your wildest dreams, happiness of the rarest quality, 


and more friends and blessings than you have ever imagined could be your lot. 
Vale ! 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of ’ LerreRs ON Our AFFAIRS.” 
—Editor, Tue Lisrary Wor 


Aslib 


ASLIB has established a London and Home Counties branch. There is no doubt 
that its members who are near London must appreciate the opportunity of meeting 
together for discussion. The membership of ASLIB, however, covers to a certain 
extent the membership of the Library Association. That is inevitable. It is therefore possible 
that this continued multiplication of meetings in London will militate against the success of 
the proposed branch. There may be in-spite of that a number of librarians to whom the 
ordinary discussions of the Library Association are not particularly interesting, who may yet 
find what they want in ASLIB. If there were occasional London meetings of the University 
and research section of the Library Association, this ASLIB London branch would not be 
very necessary. We shall be interested to watch the development of the movement. 
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Personal News 


Mr. J. Egarr, F.L.A. On the recom- 
mendation of the Adjudicators, the Council of 
the Scottish Library Association have awarded 
the Annual Scholarship, valued this year at 
£20, to Mr. J]. Egarr, F.L.A., Dumfriesshire 
Libraries. 


Miss M. E. R. Kemp. The prize of £5 
for the most meritorious report on the work of 
the Autumn Library School has been awarded 
by the Council of the Scottish Library Associa- 
tion to Miss M. E. R. Kemp, Edinburgh Public 
Libraries. 


Obituary 
G. A. S. 


He had no qualms from the fa& that his 
initials spelt a word associated with inane 
garrulity ; for he was well aware that Nature 
had given him a good mind, that he was a 
worker even more than a talker, and that his 
words were held in respeé. Moreover, in 
this matter he had a sense of humour. 


On a beautiful May evening, nearly 
thirty years ago, after a meeting—I think of 
the Library Assistants’ Association—I walked 
through St. Paul’s Churchyard with a very 
youthful fair and eager lad whom I had met 
for the first time that evening. The meeting 
had discussed the status of assistants, an 
urgent matter in those days when one was 
considered among the fortunate if one’s 
salary exceeded two pounds a week; when 
chief librarians were passing rich on about 
four; and when we youngsters were col- 
laborating, somewhat fretfully, with the 
L.A. to get the professional training which 
every assistant to-day accepts as his right. 
Here were two of us determined that if there 
were certificates we ought to get them, and 
would. There were others, too; and “‘ The 
trouble is, you know,” I remarked, “ that 
our young folk get married on almost nothing, 
and then are so tied up that they have no time 
or money for study.” 

My companion stopped, and looked at 
me, in the way all his friends know, already 
with’ his slightly ironical curl of the lips. 
“ Here,” he retorted, “I suppose you know 
that I’ve been married two years?” I 


gasped; he seemed about twenty, but of 
course was about twenty-four or five. 

That was my own introduction to 
George Arthur Stephen, and thus began, 
somewhat taétlessly on my part, a friendship, 
as it proved to be, which, never intimate, was 
constant and valued so long as his too brief 
life lasted. He accepted the role of full 
citizen early, and I know he was at his best in 
his home, not because he told me so, but 
his occasional words about his wife and boys 
showed it clearly. At that time he was what 
we called (as we do still somewhat sarcastically) 
a senior assistant at Bishopsgate Institute Library. 

It was at the London School of Economics 
that I remember his intense figure sitting 
beside me curved over the desk as he tackled 
his paper in cataloguing; and next day he 
was only a few feet away while we grappled 
with the subjeé&t which is to-day the dread 
of the L.A. student, classification. Was it 
because examiners were more reasonable then, 
or because we were of exceptional quality, as 
we fondly imagined, that we met and con- 
gratulated each other on both getting an 
honours pass in each subje&? That is the 
second picture I retain, which confirmed my 
impression of him as a most industrious and 
persevering worker. 

on 

A year or two later, an evening at 20, 
Hanover Square, with the room adorned 
with every kind of sample of end-paper, illus- 
tration and case-making material—that appears 
next in mind. Then, with an audience includ- 
ing Bond, Jast, Hulme, Hopwood, J. D. 
Brown, Inskter, various publishers and a 
goodly crowd of other library workers, he read 
a masterly paper on publishers’ bindings; 
masterly not so much in its lucid statement, 
because he never posed as a Stylist, but on 
account of its wealth of faé and its evidence 
of first-hand, praétical knowledge. “ One 
of the most gratifying and hopeful things 
for the profession,” remarked Wyndham 
Hulme, afterwards, “ is that it has young men 
who are willing to give themselves to the 
Study of our problems as thoroughly as this.” 
It was the beginning of his wide reputation, 
not exceeded by any modern librarian, as an 
authority on the book-making arts. I was 
assured that the manager of a great case 


making works declared that he had never met 
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one, not a tradesman, who had so complete a 
knowledge of the machinery involved. And, 
of course, the Germans, who know how to 
assess technical literature, thought his Com- 
mercial Book-Binding worthy of translation ! 


* * 


The somewhat dreary library affairs of 
St. Pancras, where he went about this time, 
did not damp his enthusiasm ; he served well. 
But he went eagerly to Norwich, and his work 
there is known to all who follow library 
progress. He placed the city upon the library 
map, and he built up its local colleétions, 
cherished its history, and wrote its biblio- 
graphy; and the extension of its personal 
service to all citizens formed his contribution 
to his time. * * * * 


To the Library Association his death must 
be a real blow. For years he has served its 
Council, and I know that his interest here was 
as complete as everywhere else. He was an 
earnest, honest, vigorous debater, sometimes 
a little too tenacious, certainly never flabby. 
It was he, with Walter Powell and Mr. S. A. 
Pitt, who brought the almost bankrupt 
L.A. Subject Index back to the promise of 
prosperity. I don’t know how many com- 
mittees he served. The crown of his library 
life was probably the Conference at Norwich, 
which many remember as the first after the 
passing of our A& of liberation—on 23 Decem- 
ber, 1919, when its gallant pilot, Sir J. Herbert 
Lewis, addressed us. 


* * * * 


Although I did not know it, in a life of 
continuous library and literary aétivity he 
found time for a deep and aétive interest in 
the work of the Congregational Church at 
Norwich of which he was a member. He was, 
as his minister said, “called to its highest 
offices,” although he was unable to accept 
them. His life and his service lay in his 
library. 


And now at fifty-four the mere earthly 
vesture of George A. Stephen lies in the 
Rosery at Norwich, and our sympathy goes 
warmly to his wife and sons. The inade- 
quacy of words in the face of loss everyone 
fecognizes, but we must add the word of 
admiration that we owe to one who, so far 
as we can judge, has fully employed the talents 
entrusted to him, A FRIEND 


Library Topics 

[The Editor of Tue Lrprary Worn would be glad if 
Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional Intereft 
relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns. 
Matter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than the 
first of each month.) 


BOURNVILLE.—The works library pro- 
vided for the employees of Cadbury Bros. Ltd., 
Bournville, has grown from 7,881 books and 
a membership of 1,881 in 1928 to 14,000 books 
and 3,170 members. There were 137,400 issues 
in 1934. 


BRIGHTON.—During the past few months 
a number of important Exhibitions have been 
held in the Galleries. The firs of these was 
of Fine Modern Silver, arranged by the 
National Association of Goldsmiths in con- 
junction with the Worshipful Company of 
Goldsmiths. It was on view from June 4th to 
the 17th last. This was followed, from June 
25th to July 16th, by an Exhibition of Maps 
and other produétions of the Ordnance Survey 
of Great Britain. The Exhibition, which 
occupied three rooms, contained a set of sheets 
showing the growth of Brighton from 1813 to 
1930; contrasted period maps for special 
purposes, and an interesting series of air photo- 
graphs used for investigation and discovery of 
archaeological details in ordnance survey maps. 
Succeeding this was an International Exhibition 
of Lithographs, arranged by the Senefelder 
Club, from August 4th to September 16th, 
The Exhibition consisted of 263 lithographs, 
including four éxamples from the Brighton 
Permanent Colleétion, which had been pur- 
chased from the previous Senefelder Club 
Exhibition in Brighton in 1913. Another 
Exhibition, the first of its kind to be held in 
the Brighton Galleries, from September 19th 
to the 30th, was a collection of old Bank Notes, 
the property of Mr. Alexander W. Gibson and 
others, and several items from the Brighton 
local colleé&tion. It is now a year past on 
O€ober 14th since the Thomas-Stanford 
Museum, Preston Manor, was thrown open to 
the public. It has proved a source of great 
attraétion to the inhabitants, and has been 
visited by over 25,000 people, and over 5,000 
guides have been sold. An added attraction 
is the beautiful grounds which have now been 
thrown open to the public. Certain recon- 
structions and alterations to the Brighton Dome 
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and Corn Exchange have been recently put in 
hand. Asa result a new Library stack room on 
two floors, over one of the principal entrances 
to the Dome, has been ereéted. The room, 
which will accommodate about 45,000 volumes 
adjoins the Reference Library on the first floor. 


BRISTOL.—Bristol is still proud of the 
boy poet, Chatterton, and at the annual cele- 
brations this year, Mr. James Ross, the City 
Librarian, laid the wreath of the Chatterton 
Society, at the monument in St. Mary Redcliffe 
Church. In the address given at the ceremony, 
Mr. Ross said that “ It is probably true to say 
that no other poet has achieved the same 
Standard of literary excellence or produced 
works of genius in any way comparable with 
Chatterton’s at the same youthful age.” 


BUXTON.—In the November issue of 
the Bulletin of the Buxton Public Library is an 
article by Professor Fleure on “ The Land of 
France.” 


COVENTRY.—In the Coventry Bookshelf 
for November-December, 1934, is a specially 
illustrated article on “Old English Clocks,” 
by W. H. Brazil, M.D., F.S.A. The article 
and illustrations have been reprinted, with a 
bibliography, in pamphlet form and may be 
obtained for sixpence. 


CROYDON.—Some interesting faéts 
from the annual report of the Croydon Public 
Libraries are that out of a population of 
240,000 no fewer than 70,000 are active mem- 
bers of the library; over 2,037,700 books 
were read or consulted during the year; 
802 lectures and meetings were held during the 
year; 2,966 people telephoned asking 
for information. 


FULHAM.—A small but very attractive 
leaflet has been issued by the Fulham Public 
Libraries, entitled “To the Reader—Are You 
Interested ?” Extraéts from books recently 
added. 


KENG’S LYNN. — In the Reader’s 
Quarterly Bulletin of the King’s Lynn Public 
Library for November is an article by the 
Chief Librarian of Buxton on William Somerset 
Maugham. It is pleasing to see this friendly 
helping of librarian by librarians. 


LEEDS.—The November issue of the 
City of Leeds Public Libraries Commercial and 
Technical Library Bulletin is on “ Office 
Practice.” 


LIVERPOOL. — A large number of 
parents, teachers and others interested in 
children’s reading attended the opening of the 
new department for Young People at the 
Larkhill Branch of the Liverpool Public 
Libraries, on December 4th, 1934. After the 
opening ceremony, which was performed by the 

airman of the Libraries Sub-Committee 
(Councillor N. J. Price), facilities were offered 
for the examination of the department and its 
stock of books. Furnished, equipped and 
stocked on modern lines, this new department 
is already proving very popular. The Adult 
Department in the same building has bees 
reconstructed and redecorated. 


LONDON.—Mr. H. P. Spratt, of the 
Science Museum Library, has published an 
interesting pamphlet, “Further Notes on 
Scientific and Technical Libraries of Northern 
Europe,” covering Russia, Poland and Finland. 


RUGBY.—With the December issue of 
the Rugby Public Library Buwlletin “ New 
Books,” the cover is changed. Perhaps the old 
one is a little more pleasing. 

SUNDERLAND.—An exhibition of the 
work of “ Living Punch Artists” was held at 
the Sunderland Public Art Gallery from 
December 4th until January 6th, 1935. Over 
300 original works were chosen. From 
©. derland Public Libraries comes a useful list 
of books on Indoor Games and Amusements. 

SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY.—A 
new branch library was opened at Moorside, 
in November, by Alderman A. T. Coms, 
Chairman of the Public Libraries Committee. 
Accommodation will be given for 7,000 
volumes. 

WORTHING.—In the Worthing Art 
Gallery was exhibited in December a facsimile 
of the Bayeux Tapestry. 

YORKSHIRE.—A Yorkshire Regional 
Library System has been instituted as a result 
of a meeting of Library Authorities of York- 
shire at Leeds on O&ober 15th. The county is 
divided into four zones, with centres at Leeds, 
Bradford, Sheffield and Hull. An application 
for a book will be forwarded to the centre of 
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each zone, and the book supplied from the 
centre of each zone if possible. If not the other 
zones will be tried in rotation, and if all are 
unable to supply the required volume the 
National Central Library will be tried. The fac 
that it is recognised that in most regional 
schemes it is the large libraries which will have 
to supply the books, and so no provision is 
made fora detailed catalogue of all the libraries, 
makes this scheme an interesting and very 
useful one. 


Library Lectures, Spring, 1935 

CROYDON.—We have received the 
programme of Library Lectures, Readings and 
Musical and Dramatic Evenings issued by the 
Croydon Public Libraries. The programme 
contains of about fifty talks for 
adults and a similar number for boys and girls, 
as well as of a series of seven Musical and 
Dramatic Evenings, and particulars of many 
Story Hours, Wireless Listening Groups, 
Foreign Language Club Meetings and similar 
intelle@ual and cultural leétures held in the 
libraries. It is a very creditable programme, 
especially remembering that the cost to the 
ratepayers is practically negligible. 

GATESHEAD. — A_ programme of 
le&tures to be held from O€tober 24th to March 
27th has been issued. The following is a 
selection from the twelve titles given: “ Henry 
Purcell: His Lifeand Music,” “ Records of Old 
Gateshead,” “ London’s Art Galleries and 
Museums.” Many of the leétures are to be 
given with lantern slides. 


HALIFAX.—The Chief Librarian writes 
us as follows : ‘‘ We discontinued the lectures 
in our libraries during the War; since then I 
have found it more effective in making known 
our books and libraries to go round myself, 
or to arrange for some member of my Staff, 
to speak under the auspices of other organisa- 
tions, the members of which are not so likely 
to be library borrowers than those who attend 
letures given in the libraries. As a matter of 
fa& I think the whole subje& of library le@tures 
needs to be reconsidered. Most of the lectures 
at present given in libraries are given by pro- 
fessional le€turers, and have not the influence 
in sending listeners to the books which such 
informal talks as a few libraries have arranged 


tend to have.” 
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119-125 CHARING CROSS ROAD 
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Telephone: GERRARD 5660 (Seven Lines) 


HENDON.—A seleétion from the list of 
le€tures to be held at the Central Library is as 
follows: “‘ The English Countryside,” “ The 
Smouldering Balkans,” ‘ Cruising into the 
Sunshine,” “‘ Sweden and the Swedes,” ‘“‘ The 
City of To-morrow.” The first four are to 
be illustrated by lantern slides. 


LIVERPOOL.—We have received from 
the Chief Librarian of the public libraries re 
comprehensive le€&ture programme. 
seleétion of the lectures is as follows: —.) 
Mission Hall: “ Spain and Its Cities and 
Peoples,” “At the Source of the Ganges.” 
Dovecot Hall: ‘‘A Midshipman’s Experiences 
in the Pacific,” “A Wayfarer in Majorca.” 
Garston Baths: ‘“ Nine Lands in Ninety 
Minutes,” “ Rocky Mountain Trails.” Lundie 
Memorial Hall: ‘Home Life in India,” 

“ Housing: Its Public Health and Social 
Aspeéts,” “ Wild Life in Amazing Australia.” 
Walton Baths: “ Making Health Catching.” - 
All these are to be illustrated with slides or 
films. 
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Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 
Coventry Public Libraries and Museum.— 
Report of the Committee on the year’s 
work, 1933-1934. City Librarian, E. Austin 
Hinton, B.A., F.L.A. Population, 184,000. 
Rate, 2.64d. Income from Rate, £11,542. 
Total stock, 144,462. Additions, 12,508. 
Withdrawals, 12,744. Issues: Lending, 
321,904; Branches, 480,967; Schools, 
199,087; Extension Service, 6,659. Bor- 
rowers’ tickets in force, 64,072. Branches, 6, 


and 2 evening centres. 

Once again the urgent need for the provision of a 
Central Library more fitted to the size and importance 
of the city is Stressed. It is pointed out that the 
present building, which is in a practically dereli& con- 
dition, was ecreéted to serve a population of 50,000, 
whereas now the inhabitants number 184,000. It is 
clear that the present building is wholly inadequate, 
and cannot funétion properly under such abnormal 
conditions. During the year just closed the total circu- 
lation passed the million mark for the first time and 
topped the previous year’s figures by 37,960. The 
syStematic revision and examination of the Reference 
Library has made considerable progress, and a Steady 
increase in the number of users is reported. Special 
efforts were made to develop the activities of the junior 
libraries. Story hours, reading circles, competitions, 
and leétures were all instituted with marked success. 
A library service at the local hospital has been in- 
augurated and about 100 volumes are issued there each 
week. The exhibits in the museum have been re- 
arranged in an effort to arouse greater interest. Visitors 
there during the year numbered 19,422. 

Croyrpon Public Libraries. — What Croydon 
Reads: review of the year 1933-1934. 
Chief Librarian, W. C. Berwick Sayers, 
F.L.A. Population, 239,950. Rate, 2.2d. 
Income from Rate, £17,929. Stock: Lend- 
ing, 172,811; Reference, 35,358. Addi- 
tions, 16,177. Withdrawals, 9,137. Issues : 
Lending, 1,518,813; Reference, 484,824. 
Borrowers, 70,060; extra tickets, 43,543. 


Branches, 4, and 1 joint. 

With the obje& of bringing into prominence the 
total work and policy of the Libraries, a departure has 
been made from the usual form of the Report. This 
rearrangement conveys the work of the library service 
as a whole to the notice at once, while subsequent 
parts deal with individual seétions of the service. This 
may be an improvement in some ways, but it does not 
lend itself to brevity, for one has to wade through some 
$5 pages to find out what Croydon reads. In common 
with many other libraries in the country the total use of 
books during the past year fell much below that of the 
year previous. No doubt some of the falling off of 
borrowers is due to the inadequacy of the Central 
Library building. Struétural alterations have been 


carried out there in an effort to lessen the congestion 
in the lending department. A site for another branch 
library in the eastern extension of the borough has been 
acquired. A small library has been eStablished in the 
village hall at Addington, which was recently included 
in the borough. The number of public leétures, read- 
ings, musical and dramatic recitals, reading circles and 
wireless listening groups held during the year totalled 

802, and were attended by 49,273 persons. 

Leeps Public Libraries, Art Gallery and 
Museums.—Annual Report, 1933-1934. City 
Librarian, R. J. Gordon, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion, 484,900. Rate, 4.30d. Income from 
Rate, £39,848. Stock: Lending, 45,340; 
Circulating Depactment, 39,359; Branches, 
196,410; Reference, 112,221 ; Commercial 
and Technical, 15,249. Additions, 39,354. 
Withdrawals, 15,253. Issues: Lending, 
$34,487; Branches, 2,906,471; Reference, 
83,239; Commercial and Technical, 33,458 ; 
Reading Rooms, 277,266. Borrowers, 
67,260. Branches, 20. 

The committee express their gratification at the 
continued progress of the aéttivities of the Libraries, 
and the increased use made of all public departments, 
Over 50,000 more books were used during the year 
just closed than in that previous. 27,000 of the total 
increase were non-fiction, the Social Science, Useful 
Arts, History and Travel, and Biography classes show- 
ing the biggest advances. The work of the Com- 
mercial and Technical Library, although hampered 
by lack of space, shows excellent results. The New 
Wortley and Holbeck Branch Libraries have been 
remodelled, thus completing the replanning to open 
access methods throughout the library system. Follow- 
ing the yearly praétice of overhauling a branch library, 
the stock of the Armley Library was entirely sifted and 
reconditioned. Visitors to the Art Gallery recorded 
during the year totalled 199,766, and in the Museums 
$2,202. 

LetcesterR Municipal Libraries, Museum and 
Art Gallery.—55th Report. Director, E. E. 
Lowe, B.Sc., Ph.D. Population, 241,500. 
Rate, approx. 2.26d. Income from Rate, 
£14,681. Stock: Lending, 36,503; Ref- 
erence, 34,861; Branches, 48,683. Issues: 
Lending, 379,411; Branches, 617,525; 
Reference, partial record only, 50,167. 
Borrowers, 47,670. Branches, 7. 

A first Step towards library development in the 
city is the Starting of work on the reconstruction of the 
old library to house a modern Central Lending Library, 
and give better accommodation for a Children’s 
Library. This move will enable the greatly needed 
extension of the Reference Library to take place. 
Remodelling work has also been carried out at the 
Woodgate Branch Library, which is now operated asa 
full-time, instead of an evening library. Last year's 
record circulation of over a million books was over- 
hauled during the year being reviewed, by 37,224. The 
committee has abolished the weekly half-day closing 
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of the libraries, extra Staff having been appointed to 

enable this to be carried out, with no difficulties to the 

nt Staff. New bye-laws and regulations, aiming 
at better control and simplified use of the libraries, were 
made by the City Council. 

LrverPoot Public Libraries, Museums and 
Art Gallery.—81st Annual Report. Chief 
Librarian, |}. F. Smith. Rate, 2.6d. Income 
from Rate, £60,201. Population, 866,013. 
Stock: Lending, 315,985; Reference, 
250,700. Additions: Lending, 59,164; 
Reference, 6,189. Withdrawals, 47,261. 
Issues: Lending, 4,515,670; Junior, 
1,025,784; Reading Room: adult, 407,347; 
children, 115,544; Reference, 769,843. 
Borrowers, 149,994; extra tickets, 15,883. 
Branches, 19. 

The committee record with sincere regret the 
deaths of Mr. G. H. Parry and Mr. R. Paden. Mr. 
Parry had been a member of the Staff for 49 years and 
Chief Librarian since 1929 ; and Mr. Paden had served 
for 39 years. The new Librarian, Mr. J. F. Smith, has 
been on the Staff for 34 years. The issues from all 

rtments during the past year totalled nearly seven 
millions, an increase of 221,267 over the previous year. 

A further extension of the library service was the 

opening of the Fazakerley Library in Oftober, 1933. 

This new branch carries a Stock of 8,000 volumes and 

had a registration of 3,850 borrowers at the end of the 

year. A small lending library for adults is to be opened 
this Autumn on the Speke Estate. The Music Library 

has been greatly enriched by the gift of some 30,000 

items from the Liverpool Philharmonic Society, and 

by the addition of 450 compositions of the late William 

Faulkes. A catalogue of the Music colleétion has just 

been published. A large colleétion of local material 

was acquired through the generosity of the family of 

the late A. H. Arkel, Esq. The colle&tion includes 500 

early printed Liverpool books. The reconstruéted and 

enlarged Art Gallery was reopened in O&ober, 1933. 

MANCHESTER Public Libraries—Annual Re- 
port, 1933-1934. Chief Librarian, Charles 
Nowell. Population, 758,140. Rate, 3.84d. 
Income from Rate, £94,857. Stock: Lend- 
ing, 412,059; Reference, 295,550. Addi- 
tions, 69,029. Withdrawals, 66,074. Issues : 
Lending, 3,895,134; Reference, 620,852. 
Borrowers, 133,482; extra tickets, 39,007. 
Branches, 25. 

The committee place on record their appreciation 
of the splendid service rendered by the Chief Librarian 
and his staff in carrying out the removal to the new 
Central Library. Well over 400,000 books, and also 
furniture were moved in a very short time, while the 
Library was kept open continuously. Every book 
asked for during the move was supplied. For the first 
time for a number of years a decrease in the total issues 
is reported, although there was an increased use made 
by adults of non-fi€tion works. Part of the decrease 
may be accounted for by the dropping off of many non- 
resident borrowers who are now asked to pay a nominal 


fee for the privilege of borrowing. « Another cause of 
the fall was the extension of time allowed for reading 
books from ten to fourteen days. The most important 
gift among the many received during the year was the 
library formerly belonging to Col. W. J. Galloway 
amounting to 988 volumes. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE Public Libraries Com- 


mittee. Fine Arts Catalogue. I//us. Ed. 2. 
1934. 

This edition differs slightly in scope from that 
published in 1g00, the chief alteration being the 
exclusion of music. Mention is made in this list not so 
much because it is a new edition but an outstandin 
example of a classified sectional Prin 
catalogues are not so common as in earlier years, so 
reference is also made to a second catalogue from the 
same library. This is an author and subje& catalogue 
of the local material in the Newcastle Public Libraries, 
and is of such a high Standard in every respeét that it is 
a privilege to be able to record its publication. 
SHEFFIELD Public Libraries. — 77th Annual 

Report. Chief Librarian, J. P. Lamb. 
Population, 511,757. Rate, 3.28d. Income 
from Rate, £35,120. Stock: Lending, 
41,333; Reference, 64,000; Commercial 
and Technical, 11,740; Branches, 148,964 ; 
Schools, 6,058. Additions, 16,905. Issues : 
Lending, 567,341; Branches, 2,335,260; 
Reference, 74,602 ; Commercial and Techni- 
cal, 26,816; Reading Rooms, 79,029; 
Schools, 52,691 ; Evening Classes, 17,050 ; 
Blind, 6,911. Borrowers’ tickets in force, 


200,670. Branches, 10. 

Preparatory work to meet the requitements of the 
new Central Library has occupied the staff throughout 
most of the past year. Changes in catalogues and other 
records have been made, and many alterations in the 
location of books and departments have taken place. 
The year’s work in the Reference Library has been 
mainly concerned with the completion of the reclassi- 
fication and cataloguing of the department. Normal 
public service was maintained in all departments. The 
total circulation for the year reveals a remarkable decline 
in the use of books in most classes and departments, 
more especially in those for home ae Perhaps 
part of the drop may be attributed to the less amount 
of expenditure on new books and the consequent fall 
in the total of additions to Stock. An important addi- 
tion to the Reference Library was the transfer of the 
library of about 1,100 items of Edward Carpenter. 
This collection includes letters and autograph portraits, 
diaries and other papers. The committee record with 
regret the death of Alderman Alfred Barton, who had 
served with them for a long period. 

West Ham Public Libraries.—A Year’s Work : 
Report of the Chief Librarian for the year 
ending March 318t, 1934. Chief Librarian, 
Donald McDougall, F.L.A. Population, 
290,000. Rate, 2#d. Income from Rate, 
£15,507. Stock: Lending, 97,531; Ref- 
erence, 40,181. Issues: Lending, 241,074; 
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Branches,— 643,483 ; 
Borrowers’ tickets in 


Reference, 69,761 ; 
Schools, 11,170. 
force, 39,315. 

The period covered by this report has been one of 
centralization and reorganization of the libraries. The 
Central and two other libraries have been replanned 
and brought up to date by the inclusion of modern 
methods of administration. These alterations necessi- 
tated the closing of some of the departments for a 
considerable number of days, which, no doubt, accounts 
for a good percentage of the fall in the total issues. 
Plans tor the conversion of an existing building into a 
library at Silvertown have been prepared, but the work 
is held up on the score of economy. As part of the re- 
organization scheme the majority of the staff have been 
transferred to other libraries, and will in future not 
remain more than a year at one library. 


The Librarians’ Guide to 
New Editions 


By Frep Bartow. 


Or all the many lists of book: published in 
various ways, this Guide to New Editions is 
perhaps unique. Its purpose is not only 
to bring together each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 
where. 

Curistre (Mrs. Archibald) Samplers and 
Stitches : a handbook of the Embroiderer’s 
art. T/lus. Ed. 3. 1934. Batsford, 25s. 

The edition of 1920 was revised with additions 
in 1929. A new chapter and further illustrations are 
now added. 

Crark (D. C.) Plane and Geodetic Surveying ; 
Higher Surveying. V.2. Constable, 25s. 

Certain parts of the 1923 edition had been rendered 
out of date by the changes in recording astronomical 
time and by the extensive changes in the Nawftical 
Almanac. The paragraphs on the prismatic astrolabe, 
wireless signals and the determination of longitude 
have been revised. 

Curr (H. E.) and Puc (W. T. G.) Praétical 
Nursing, including Hygiene and Dietetics, 
being the ninth ed‘tion of Practical Nursing. 
1934. Blackwood, 12s. 6d. 

There is little change in the text, but the questions 
set at the Examinations of the General Nursing Council 
1933-4 are included. First published in 1899 as Stewart 
and Cuff’s Practical Nursing. 

Fiser (R. A.) Statistical Methods for Re- 
search Workers. Ed. 5. 1934. “Oliver 
and Boyd. 15s. 

This is the fifth revision in nine years. The addi- 
tional ‘matter in this edition deals with The Analysis of 
Covariance, Yates’ Correétion for Continuity, and The 
Exaé& Treatment of 2 x 2 Tables. 
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Frnpiay (Alexander) The Spirit of Chemistry, 
Tilus. Ed. 2., 1934. Longmans, tos. 6d. 

Whilst the scope of the 1930 edition remains un- 
altered the present revision includes some thirty pages 
of new matter. This has been added at various points 
and covers new discoveries such as deuterium, whilg 
other sections expand the chapters on coar-tar dyes 
and synthetic drugs;and perfumes. This book is a 
development of the author's Chemiftry in the Service of 
Man published in 1916. 

Fotsom (J. W.) Entomology: with special 
reference to its ecological aspeéts. ius, 
Ed. 4, revised by R. A. Wardle. 1934, 
Murray. 21s. 

The text of the third [1923] edition has had con- 
siderable revision and much new matter has been 
interpolated throughout. Several chapters have beep 
rewritten, notably those dealing with Insects and 
Disease and Inseéts and Man. 

Grass (F. J.) Drawing, Design and Craft. 
Work. Ed. 3. 1934. Batsford. tas. 

The edition of 1920 was revised in 1927. Com- 
pared with the first revision the new edition is larger 
by forty pages. The whole book has been re-arranged 
but without drastic transformation. ‘The seéion on 
Heraldry has been rewritten. Some of the illustrations 
have been replaced by new ones, several coloured 
ones introduced and the total is now increased by 
about forty. The revision is the work of Professor 
A. W. Seaby and Miss G. G. Jeffery. 

Mrrcue ty (C. F.) Building Construétion and 
Drawing, Elementary Course. Diags., I/lus. 
Ed. 12. 1934. Batsford. 6s. 6d. 

Although the text has been revised in places, 
together with several additional paragraphs of new 
material, it is the illustrations that have received the 
most attention from the revising editors. A large 
number have been redrawn whilst the total numbei 
has been increased by about one hundred. The pre- 
war examination questions have been replaced by 
recently set questions of the R.1.B.A., etc. 

Stmon (N. L.) Wine and the Wine Trade. 
Tilus. Ed. 2. 1934. Pitman. 5s. 

The edition of 1921 has been republished in a 
new format. There has been some rearrangement of 
the text, with new material added besides a new chapter 
on Empire Wines. 

TEMPLEMAN (Frederick) and Greenacre (C. 
T.) Marine Insurance: its principles and 
practice. Ed. 4. MacDonald and Evans. 

First published in 1903 and last revised in 1912. 
The present edition cannot be called a revision—it is a 
new and much enlarged book. 


ZIMMERN (Alfred) The Third British Empire. 
Ed. 3. 1934. O.U.P. 6s. 


About thirty pages of new material has been 
added to the revision of 1927, chiefly to the leétures on 
“ The British Empire and the League of Nations " and 
“The Empire and International Economic Co-opera- 
tion,” 
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GRAFTON & CO.’S 


BOOKS FOR LIBRARIANS, 1935 


DEVICES OF THE EARLY PRINTERS: 


Their History and Development. By Hugh William Davies, Author of “ Bernard 
von Breydenbach: A Bibliography,” ‘‘ Catalogues of Early French and German 
Books in the Library of Charles Fairfax Murray,” etc. 


Demy 8vo. Cloth, pp. 720. Including 279 facsimile reproductions and a Chapter on Portrait 
Figures of Printers. 30s. net. 


The work is an introduction to the history and development of the signs used by the early printers 
and publishers as trade marks on their books. It is the first book to deal in a scientific manner 
with the Devices which printers have used from thee arliest appearance of the art. The author 


is well known as an expert on early printing from his elaborate and detailed Catalogues of 
the French and German books in the Fairfax Murray Collection. 


The Devices used by the early printers have not received the attention to which they are entitled. 
Many of them have been reproduced in various volumes but up to now no one has attempted 


to show what the Printer’s Device was, why it was used and how it was constructed. This reproach 


is now removed, as all these points are dealt with and cleared up once and for all in the new volume 
by Mr. Hugh W. Davies, ‘‘ Devices of the Early Printers, 1457-1560, Their History and Develop- 
ment.’’ The book is illustrated with no less than 279 reproductions and the author has added a 
very interesting chapter on the portrait figures of printers. 


ConTENTs :—I., Introduction: Study of the Subject. I1., The Printer’s Device ; Definition, 
etc.; Signs and Signboards. II1., Bale-Marks, Trade-Marks or Merchants’ Marks. IV., Origin 
of the Main Features of Merchants’ Marks: the Orb and Cross and ‘‘‘Four”’; Mercury and 
Merchants. V., Marks in General. VI., Symbols, Emblems, etc. VII., Origin and Development 
of the Printer’s Device ; Seals, etc. VIII., Artists; Designers and Cutters; Copies, Material 
ef Blocks. IX., Printers, their Original Professions, Crafts and Trades ; Miscellaneous Notes : 
Women Printers, Servants and Apprentices; Foreigners; Characters; Names; Guilds and 
Companies; Dating of Colophons, etc. X., Portrait Figures of Printers. Reproductions of 
Printers’ Devices and Annotations to Same. Index to Reproductions. 


GRAFTON & GO., Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, LONDON, W.C.1 
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Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 
ANNUAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ENGLISH LAN- 
GUAGE AND LirEeRATURE, Volume XIV., 
1933. Edited by Mary S. Serjeantson. 
Assisted by Leslie N. Broughton. Cam- 
bridge, Bowes and Bowes, 1934, 7s. 6d. net. 


This most useful contribution to the reference 
bookshelf of the student of English Literature and 
Language is issued punctually and contains for 1933 
no less than 4,148 entries. An excellent Index makes 
reference to individual entries easy. 

Boox-Auction Recorps. Volume 31, Part 
4. Stevens Son and Stiles, Dec., 1934. 
30S. net per annum. 

This part completes the volume for the season 
1933-34 and contains the Index to the four parts. 
There are in the completed volume 12,246 records of 
auction prices. 

Tue British PHARMACEUTICAL CODEX, 1934. 
The Pharmaceutical Press. 35s. net. 

This work can be described as the Bible of the 
Pharmaceutical Chemist. Everything used in the 
preparation of medicines is fully set out in detail and 
these drugs are not limited to the contents of the 
British Pharmacopoeia but include many alternatives 
which can be used in cases of emergency. The first 
1,000 pages contain the descriptions of the drugs. 
Then follow Surgical Dressings and the Formulary 
with descriptions of the actual preparations. Various 
appendices and an elaborate index complete the 
volume which contains over 1,700 pages. An in- 
valuable work. 

CLAppERTON (R. H.) Paper and its Relation- 
ship to Books. Dent. 1s. 6d. net. 

The author is already well known for his short 
treatises on paper. These have been published by the 
same firm in the form of the J. M. Dent Memorial 
Leétures. In this handy little pocket volume he deals 
with every side of the practical history of paper-making, 
such as materials used previous to the invention, the 
invention itself, the impetus given to the manufacture 
by the introduétion of printing and since that date the 
numerous materials which have been used as a basis 
for paper-making with a winding-up of points which 
the bookseller and the librarian should know. 

Tue Lrprary Association YEAR Book, 1935. 
London, Library Association, 1935. 

The Year Book is to hand on the first day of the 
New Year, and we find in it the usual features, brought 
up to date of course for the forthcoming year, and with 
interesting additions such as seétions on Jubilees and 
Centenaries, Facilities for Study and Training, L.A. 
Library Borrowers’ Rules and Library Assaciations 
of the World. The volume contains an additional 
fifty pages of useful matter and is indispensable to all 
who are conneéted in any way with the profession. 
It would be interesting to know whether the extra- 
ordinary misprint on p. 224 was part of the puzzle set 
by the examiners or just a “bloomer.” 


ParntInG: A guide to the best books with 
special reference to the requirements of 
public libraries. By Eric Raymond 
McColvin, with an introduétion, by G. H. 
Palmer, B.A., F.S.A., F.L.A. 216 pp. 
Grafton & Co. tos. 6d. net. 

The former librarian of the Vitoria and Albert 
Museum, in introducing this attraétive bibliography, 
points out that in an era of peace and prosperity art 
flourished. To use this language in conneétion with 
our own time seems a misapplication of words, but as 
he says, undoubtedly the community has more leisure 
and means individually than it has ever had at any period 
in the past. Moreover, the opportunities of to-day for 
the examining of works of art in public galleries are 
larger than we have enjoyed before. This being so, 
our public libraries recognise the desire of their readers 
to have helpful books both on the technique and the 
history and other associations of the various Fine Arts, 
A well-documented clue to these books was to be 
desired, and as this book received the recommendation 
of Mr. Palmer, there is no doubt that it is sufficiently 
authentic, as it is certainly quite interesting enough, 
to receive the consideration of every librarian. 

Mr. McColvin’s own introduétion shows that he 
has paid thorough and skilled attention to the question, 
He sets out certain principles which should guide the 
choice of books in the matter ; he provides brief lists 
for the small library, and a useful, original list for 
children’s libraries ; he expands the Dewey Classifica- 
tion in a praétical manner so that it is more suitable than 
at present to an art library ; and he discusses magazines 
of art, and indexes and other guides. Over 150 pages 
of the book are a classified bibliography of the theory 
and practice of art, art galleries, the general history of 
painting, and schools of painting, and there are indexes 
of subjeéts, schools, artists, and of authors. One diétum 
of the author that “ about one-third of the books on 
the history of painting should be devoted to the 
Italians ’’ will enable librarians to get a perspeétive of 
the importance of this school. There are many other 
such rules given which have their value. The book 
is well printed, pleasant to handle, and will be for a 
long time to come the public librarian’s tool in the 
sele&tion of books on art. We hope that there will be 
new editions which will keep this important subje& 
current. 

Wuiraker’s ALMANACK for 1935. Whitaker. 


6s. net. 

Over one thousand pages {including the adver- 
tisements, by no means the least interesting seétion) 
of useful information. Where else can we turn up the 
faéts about the salaries of American Senators, the 
Lion Sermon, Homs, Ecclesiastical Dilapidations, and 
many other topics that (especially in these days of 
cross word puzzles) are asked for ? 

GENER AL. 

Barker (James P.) The Log of a Limejuicer. 
The Experiences under Sail as Told to 
Roland Barker. Illus. Putnam. tos. 6d. net. 

The author has had a long sea career on all sorts of 


ships, from windjammer to Steamer, and his pages 
smack of the briny. Claiming to be a deep water sailor 
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rather than an author, he nevertheless has a marvellous 

aptitude for presenting a true pidture of his adventure- 

some life. 

BartLeeT (M.) Madrigals for Yule. Mathews 
and Marrot. 

Twelve ms, in a very attractive wrapper. It 
will make a charming little gift at all seasons of the 
year. 

Brake (George) The Heart of Scotland. With 
a Foreword by Eric Linklater. Illustrated 
by Brian Cook. Batsford. 7s. 6d. net. 

An important survey of contemporary Scottish 
life in the widest sense including the industrial areas. 
The author, despite his passionate love of his country, 
is often extremely critical of existing inSstitutions and 
traditions. A sequel and companion to the same 
author’s The Face of Scotland. 


Tue Book oF Speep. Batsford. net. 

Speed records are soon broken, and this makes it 
all the more necessary to keep an account of them. This 
book, remarkably well produced at the price and full 
of the most fascinating illustrations, gives the latest speeds 
in flying, motoring, motor-cycle racing, speed boats, 
railway trains and every other form of locomotion. 
The sections are written by experts throughout, and 
the whole makes the most wonderful story of modern 
achievement. 

Brookes (Edgar H.) The Colour Problems of 
South Africa. Lovedale Press (London, 
Kegan Paul). 4s. 6d. 

A well balanced volume on the subjeé& that is of 
special significance just now, for soon important 
decisions will have to be made regarding the admini- 
Stration of certain African Native Provinces. 

Bryant (Arthur) The England of Charles II. 
Longmans. 6s. net. 

An attempt to reconstruét the everyday life of 
ordinary people in the time of Charles I]. How suc- 
cessfully, the historian must judge, but it makes pleasant 
digressive reading. 

Cuavasse (C. M.) A Letter from the Cata- 
combs. The Golden Leéfures on First 
Peter. Lutterworth Press. 9d. net. 

__ Six leétures on the devotional and praéticalapplica- 

tions of this Epistle, which is too little known. 

Cook (E. Thornton) What Manner of Men ? 
Our Prime Ministers in A@ion and Word 
from J. Ramsay Macdonald to Benjamin 
Disraeli (Lord Beaconsfield). Illus. Heath 
Cranton. 7s 6d. net. 

Illuminating Studies of cleven Prime Ministers 
each illustrated by quotations from important speeches 
and other sources. 

CowLey (W. L.) Advanced Praétical Mathe- 
matics. Pitman. 15s. net. 

_ Written primarily for the Engineer and ‘others 
using advanced mathematics in praétical work. Should 
be readily understood by anyone with a sound know- 
ledge of the calculus. 


CREATURES OF THE Witps. Selected by E. W. 
Parker. Edited by R. W. Jepson. Long- 
mans. 2s. 6d. net. 

Eleven sketches of wild animals seleéted from the 
works of J. G. Millais, Cherry Kearton and others. 


Cuminc (E. D.) Idlings in Arcadia. With 
illustrations by J. A. Shepherd. Murray. 
10s. 6d. net. 

Chiefly about birds, although beasts and fishes 
have their place. The information is scientifically 
corre& and the illustrations refreshingly original. 


(Roger) Oxford into Coal-Field. 
Dent. 5s. net. 
A sequel to A Pitman Looks at Oxford, chiefly 
concerned with the Author’s work in the organisation 
of Adult Education on the coalfields. 


DeARDEN (Commander R. L.) Watch on 
Deck. Illus. Blackie. 7s. 6d. net. 
The Story of a life spent on the sea in praétically 
every kind of ship from windjammer to warship. 
Includes an account of Jutland. 


Devirr (Napier) Memories of a Magistrate, 
including Twenty-Five Years on the South 
African Bench. Witherby, tos. 6d. net. 

An interesting commentary on South African 

Life. The chapter on the Rand revolution of 1922 isof 

real importance, for little has been written on it that is 

available to the English reader. 


Durtron (Ralph) and HoLpEn (Angus) English 
Country Houses Open to the Public. Illus. 
Allen and Unwin. Cloth, 5s. net; paper, 
3s. 6d. net. 


A useful handbook, well produced and containing 
all the necessary information as to admission. 


Epce (S. F.) My Motoring Reminiscences. 
Foreword by The Earle Howe. Illus. 
Foulis. 6d. net. 

The author’s first ride was in 1895, from which 
date he became an enthusiast. Contains details and 
anecdotes of many of the carly races, trials and 
exhibitions. 

F.R.S.A.) Art and Craft of the Potter. 
Illus. Chapman and Hall. tos. 6d. net. 

A praétical handbook for the pupil or teacher of 
handicraft. Pottery-making has great educational 
value and the cost of installing the necessary equipment 
is comparatively small. 


Futter (Ronald) Literary Craftsmanship 
and Appreciation. Allen and Unwin. 
8s. 6d. net. 


The art of writing and the art of reading are both 
discussed at length, and it is shown how the two are 
inter-related. An invaluable book for the master 
taking senior English classes, or for anyone who wishes 
to develop a deeper appreciation of literature. 
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DEAF 


NO NEED TO USE EARS TO HEAR 
WITH “BONADENTE” BONE CONDUCTION 


Really Better Hearing for Church, Conversation, 
Home, Talkies, Meetings, Shopping and street 
safety! No need to use ears to hear by this 
method, the very latest invention of bone con- 
duction. “ BONADENTE ” is perfection. En- 
a different from all else and combining 
amplification with amazing true-to-tone results— 
“ BONADENTE ”™ means that there is nothing to 
be worn in the Ear orifice and is really incon- 
spicuous. No matter what is the cause of your 
deafness—cases considered hopeless are now 
benefitting (so-called Stone Deafness"). This is 
the complete answer to your needs whatever you 
have tried or are using. Even if the drums are 
perforated or removed, bone conduction means 
that you hear by bone contact—no need to use 
your ears at all. 


CALL, Write or "Phone for FREE TEST 

309, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.1 
(Coloured building & 
square clock) 
Mayfair 1380/1718 


Birmingham, Bristol 
Cardiff, Exeter : : 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 

ull, 
Leicester, Liverpool, 
Manchester : : : 
Newcastle 


GuoaG (John) Industrial Art Explained. 
Illus. Allen and Unwin, 5s. net. 

Explains and illustrates what is meant by Industrial 
Art. Divides the subjeé& into three seétions, Industrial 
Architeéture—the Design of Industrial Produéts from 
Pottery to Locomotives—Advertising and Display. 
The last is of special interest. 

HANSEN (Agnes Camilla) Twentieth Century 
Forces in European Fiétion. Chicago, 
American Library Association. $2.00. 

A very interesting account of the influence on 
contemporary fi€tion of Communism, the Russian 
Revolution, Psychology, and recent developments in 
science, and also of other developments in the social, 
political and intelleétual life of this century. Contains 
very full reading lists. 

Henstow (T. Geoffrey W.) Gardens of 
Colour. Illus. Warne. 7s. 6d. net. 


A handbook to the Flower Garden entirely con- 
cerned with those flowers renowned for their colour- 


FOR DISPOSAL. 
A large quantity of ADJUSTABLE BOOK RACKS 
in excellent condition now being removed from 
British Museum. Also large quantity of FINE OLD 
OAK FLOORING. Apply Grorce Cougen Sons & 
Co., Lrp., 600 Commerctat Roap, Lonvon, E.14. 
Telephone East 6060 (ext. 28). _ 


ing. A companion volume to the same author's 
Gardens for Fragrance. His works are on every flower- 
lover’s book-shelves. 


Herserr (A. P.) Mr. Pewter. 
ss. net. 

Listeners-in, who know Mr. Herbert’s Mr. Pewter’s 
odd philosophy on current topics will welcome this 
little volume which puts his ideas in a more permanent 
form. Ephemeral? Yes, perhaps,—but illuminating ? 
—undoubtedly. 

Jeans (Sir James, M.A., D.Sc., Sc.D., LL.D., 
F.R.S.) Through Space and Time. Cam- 
bridge University Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

Those who knew the author’s earlier books, and 
who does not now? will welcome this as another 
masterly exposition of the complexities of modem 
physics in a manner intelligible to all. There is less 
use of the Higher Mathematics than previously so 
this volume should have an even wider appeal than 
the Myflerious Universe. 


Lawson (Arthur H.) Homemade Games, 
Lippincott. 9s. net. 

A colle&ion of games, mostly indoor, old and 
new, the apparatus for which can easily be made by 
anyone with an elementary knowledge of carpentry, 
Invaluable for leaders or organisers of boys’ clubs. 
LEHMANN (John) The Noise of History. 

Hogarth Press. 3s. 6d. net. 

Poems and sketches written in Germany and 
Austria during 1931, 1932, and 1933, some bearing upon 
the political events in those countries. 

A Lisr oF Piays For AND WOMEN, 
Compiled by The British Drama League. 
Nelson. ts. net. 

Proves that there is an adequate amount of material 
provided to give women and girls some excellent 
acting opportunities. 

Lonpon Universiry Gurpe and University 


Methuen, 


Correspondence Calendar, 1935-1936. 
University Correspondence College, Cam- 
bridge. 


Invaluable to all students of the University, and to 
all senior teachers. 

Marston (Muriel) Garden Magic. Methuen, 
1934. 7S. 6d. net. 

A charmingly old-world book about gardens and 
the love of them. Ideal for browsing in. Wéillum and 
the dogs are real entities. 

Martin (Martin) A Description of the 
WeStern Islands of Scotland, including a 
Voyage to St. Kilda by the same author, 
and A Description of the Western Isles of 
Scotland, by Sir Donald Monro. Edited, 
with introduétion, by Donald J. Macleod, 
O.B.E., M.A., D.Litt., Officier d’ Academie. 
Stirling, Mackay. tos. 6d. net. 1934. 


A reprint with additional matter of a very famous 
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book, a copy of the original edition of which accom- 
panied Dr. Johnson and Boswell in their memorable 
tour to the Hebrides. The additions include the 
Voyage to St. Kilda by the same author and Sir Donald 
Monro’s Description of the WeStern Isles. An exten- 
sive index renders the work even more interesting and 
yaluable. 


Massey (Gertrude) Kings, Commoners and 
Me. Illus. Blackie. 7s. 6d. net. 
This is the fascinating Story of a miniature artist 
and her work among the eleé&. 


Masson (Rosaline) Scotland the Nation. 


Nelson. 12s. 6d. net. 

A remarkably vivid and picturesque account of 
Scotland from the coming of the Romans until the 
death of Elizabeth. A solid contribution to history 
based on years of research which yet has all the qualities 
of a good biography. 

My FavourrtrE Quoration. Compiled by 
H. Vincent Brome. Methuen. 2s. 6d. net. 

An anthology on entirely new lines. Celebrities 
in all spheres of life have contributed, Aldous Huxley 
as well as Jack Hylton, The Bishop of Hull as well as 
Christopher Stone. In the Preface the editor aptly 
defines the q10tation as ‘ A life philosophy summed ina 
phrase.” 

NEEDHAM (Joseph) A History of Embryology. 
Illus. Cambridge University Press. 15s. net. 

An important contribution to the growing litera- 
ture of the history of science. Will rank with Garrison’s 
History of Medicine, Singer’s History of Anatomy and 
similar works as valuable reference books on the 
subje&t. Four main seétions deal with Embryology in 
Antiquity: from Galen to the Renaissance, the 
Seventeenth Century and the Eighteenth Century. 
Thus the plan is one of chronological development. 
Many famous names appear in these pages with bio- 
graphical notes and portraits. The bibliography is 
full and extremely useful. A second volume, dealing 
with the nineteenth century, is called for and should be 
equally welcome. 


Newsury (N. F., M.A., M.Sc.) The Teaching 
of Chemistry. Heinemann. 6s. net. 
Intended for teachers in secondary schools. It 
covers every aspe& of the subjeét, including laboratory 
routine and the provision of a school chemical library. 
A thoroughly praétical work. 


PAKINGTON (Humphrey) English Villages and 
Hamlets. Illus. Batsford. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

Illustrations and text are equally delightful. For 
country lovers this will give a real insight into our 
beauty spots, and the countryside which under the 
regime of motor-traffic is gradually changing its face. 
An excellent gift for town dwellers. The gay 
jacket alone will bring them a glimpse of sunshine. 


Picxtes (William) Key to Accountancy. 
Pitman. 12s. 6d. net. 


Accountancy, by the same author, has become a 
Standard text book of this important commercial 


W. H. SMITH 
& SON 


invite Librarians to visit the 
Library Sales Showroom at Strand 
House. 


An unequalled selection of modern 
Fiction in various styles of binding 
suitable for Library requirements 
can be inspected, together with a 
wide range of Travel, Biography, 
and other miscellaneous literature. 
Replacements and Juvenile Fiction 
a speciality. 


LIBRARY DEPARTMENT (Sales Section) 
Strand House, Portugal Street 
London, W.C.2 
Library Showroom (Entrance “ B"’) 
Tel. : HOLborn 4343 
Head Office : W. H. Smith & Son, Ltd., Strand 
House, London, W.C.2 


subje&. The author has now filled a very real want in 
providing a key and explanation of the numerous 
exercises in the former work. The two volumes arc 
now indispensable to every commercial student. 


Prke (E. Royston) Political Parties and 


Policies. Pitman. 2s. 6d. net. 

A Sstriétly impartial account of the evolution and 
present Standing of the parties in English politics, 
including an interesting chapter, ‘‘ Politics in Coloured 
Shirts,’ dealing with Communism, Fascism and 
Social Credit. 


Rorn (H. Ling) Studies in Primitive Looms. 
Halifax, King and Sons, Ltd., Reprinted 
1934. 

This is a well illustrated and very interesting book 
on the historical side of its subje&. The author is an 
antiquarian scholar whose learning has been garnered 
in many fields of knowledge. A chapter deals with 
the evolution of spool and shuttle, another with the 
Ainu Loom, again another with African looms and 
so on. The work deserves a permanent place in the 
history of weaving. 


Witson (A. E.) Christmas Pantomime. Illus. 


Allen and Unwin. tos. 6d. net. 

This, the first complete history of English panto- 
mime, has made a very seasonable appearance. The 
introduétion into England during the eighteenth 
century, the development of the Harlequinade, and 
the more recent transformation into a speétacular 
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show, have all been carefully traced and are here 
described with full documentary evidence. It will 
certainly take its place as the Standard history of the 


subjeét. 
FICTION. 
BrnGuam (Dixon) The Valley Patrol. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 


A rattling Rhodesian story of ’Tchabesi Valley 
in which life is held lightly and shooting is rife. 
Fortesque, better known as Forty, is in the police 
force, but his real mission is to find the sister of whom 
he has lost sight. How he succeeds in his quest after 
blood-curdling and hair-raising experiences is the gist 
of this tale. 

BirMINGHAM (George A.) Two Fools. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

A quiet country clergyman and an Irish M.P. are 
both in love with the widow of the fifth Lord Maintree, 
who was most undesirable as both man and husband. 
No sooner is she free, however, than she gets involved 
with a violinist called Korovics, who is even worse. 
Finally she is rid of him but not until after some exceed- 
ingly unpleasant experiences. 


BRANDON (John G.) The One-Minute Murder. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

Another adventure of the Hon. A. S. Pennington, 
who by a process of what he calls “ beetling about ”’ 
solves the myStery of the theatre murder. Plenty of 
aétion and quite a number of thrills. 


CLEAVER (Hylton) Gay Charade. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Cumberside is quite a charaéter. He is 
cousin to Miss Maud Dickinson-Smith, who keeps a 
boarding-house at Worplegate. Every fortnight 
she changes the boarders, and they are comparing 
notes as to what will happen when their delightful 
holidays are over, when something happens which 
keeps them in touch after they have returned home. A 
really humorous story. 


Coxttns (John) Sheer Bluff. Jenkins. 7s. 6d. 
net. 
A clever idea for a thriller but the working out is 
not as good as it might be. 


Fatiapa (Hans) Who Once Eats Out of the 
Tin Bowl. Translated by Eric Sutton. 
Putnam. 7s. 6d. net. 

This psychological study of a petty criminal 
called Kufalt with his subconscious longings for a 
better life and his reactions to the obStacles encountered 
when he tries to lead it, forms a realistic human docu- 
ment. It is not a pretty pi€ture. Nor is the conclusion 
of the book elevating, for no sooner does he return 
to his cell on a seven years sentence than “Kufalt 
was at case, Kufalt was at peace.” Unfortunate as it is, 
it rings true, and herein lies the art of the author, for 


Methuen. 


Fallada, already well-known for his Littl Man, - 


What Now? is one who not only knows life in all its 
aspects but who is able to give expression to his 


knowledge, which is far more difficult. Books on 
prison lite have been many but we know of none that 
gives a clearer piéture of what such a life may mean, 


Graves (Robert) Claudius the God and his 
wife Messalina. Barker. tos. 6d. net. 

Complete in itself but a continuation of the 
author’s ‘‘ I, Claudius.” A long biographical novel in 
the modern analytical Style but most readers will 
probably pay more attention to the matter which is 
rich in assassination, murder and intrigue on the grand 
scale. 


Hamsun (Marie) A Norwegian Family, 
Abridged and Translated by Maida Castelhun 
Darnton. Illus. London, Lippincott. 8s. 6d, 
net. 

Readers of A Norwegian Farm will appreciate this 


leasant continuation of the family fortune. An excel- 
nt book for the so-called “‘ adolescent reader.” 


Hansury-Sparrow (A. A.) Gilt-Edged In- 
security. Nelson. 7s. 6d. net. 
This is a post-war Story of love and big business, 
A demobilised officer obtains a job and finds things are 
not altogether what they seem. There is good char- 
aéter drawing and a slice of real life in this worth-while 
Story. 


(Grace Livingston) Amorelle. Lippincott. 
7s. 6d. net. 

This author’s readers are numbered by millions 
and her latest effort will not disappoint them. It is a 
simple story of domestic happenings with a thread of 
love complication woven in delicately and carefully. 


Jarretr (Cora) Pattern in Black and Red. 
Barker. 7s. 6d. net. 

A new Story by the clever author of Night Over 
Fitch’s Pond. The latter depended almost entirely on its 
charaéter drawing and was very convincing. In this 
one, the model is more than that of the ordinary 
thriller and the story is a far more complicated effort, 


Locxwoop (Vere) A Dancer of India. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

MySterious disturbances in India of which the 
cause is a siren of marvellous and indeed hypnotic 
powers. General John Harland has a son called Clive. 
Odd that he should choose him to outwit the siren. 
It is obvious that the siren will outwit him. The Lure 
of Love would have been a fitting title for this highly- 
coloured tale. 


Ruston (Charles) The Murder Market. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

A thriller with all the ordinary and a few extra 
ordinary figures. A military fool as Chief Commissioner 
of Police has fortunately some considerably sharper 
subordinates who ultimately discover the very mysterious 
criminals. The usual struggle in the muddy waters 
of the river between a deteétive and one of the criminals 
has a few new points, 


St 
] 
the 
Jou 
they 
som 
sati 
To 
q t 
pro 
inte 
fror 
tem 

Wi 
] 
whe 
into 
ead 
of t 
thei 
Wi 
t 
Bru 
pass 
peo 
ente 
an 
bro’ 
nev 
gray 
maf 
wea 
he § 
sam 
Wr 
I 
Wi 
7 
pap 
on f 
thin 
We 
E 
a m: 
is si 
oul 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Srevenson (D. E.) Golden Days. (Further 
Leaves from Mrs. Tim’s Journal.) Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Of all quiet domestic Stories which never bore 
the reader perhaps these extraéts from Mrs. Tim’s 
Journal are the most satisfying in one way. In another 
they are not, for the reader is led into believing that 
something definite is going to happen and tas to be 
satisfied with the mild fare provided. 


ToussAINt-SAMAT (Jean) The Dead Man at 
the Window. Translated by Elisabeth 


Abbott. Lippincott. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author ot Shoes that had Walked Twice has 
produced another deteétive Story which has much 
interest and many Striking charaéteristics. Ranging 
from the quiet Provengal farmhouse to the Aztec 
temple in Guiana, it is always interesting and the 
solution extraordinary. 


Wuirrte (Dorothy) They Knew Mr. Knight. 


Murray. 7s. 6d. net. ; 

A remarkably clever charaéter Study of a family 
who are drawn from dangerous financial circumSstances 
into a whirlpool of wealth into which they are sucked 
and—but readers will prefer to gather the experiences 
of the Blake family at first hand and we will not spoil 
their enjoyment by telling the Story. 


Wiper (Thornton Niven) Heaven’s My Des- 


tination. Longmans. 7s. 6d. net. 

However inconclusive, the Story of George 
Brush’s experiences make fascinating reading. He 
passes from place to place encountering different 
people and profiting from the human contaés thus 
entered into. His conscience occasionally becomes 
an embarrassing possession. He admits to having 
broken all the ten commandments except two, he has 
never killed anybody and he has never made any 
graven images. We do not altogether believe in his 
marriage and are not surprised that his wife grows 
weary of living with him and when, in the last pages, 
he Starts forth once more, we feel he is going on in the 
same old way da capo da capo. Well, that’s life ! 


Wit (Cecil M.) Death at the Pelican. 
Heritage. 7s. 6d. net. 

Night Clubs, Drugs and White Slavers, Under- 

ground passages and all the rest of it. Very exciting. 


Witson (Alexander) Get Wallace. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A. really thrilling Secret Service Story. Missing 
papers (which in the wrong hands would set the world 
on fire), wonderful disguises and all the rest of it keep 
things moving at a terrific rate. 


Woot, (Edward) There is a Tide 
Blackie. 7s. 6d. net. 

One of those tragic legal complications in which 
aman who has risen to great heights in his profession 
is suddenly faced with a crisis brought about by a 
conflict between love and duty. The story is perhaps 
long-winded, but it works up to great heights. 
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WRrEN (Percival Christopher) Beggars’ Horses, 
Murray. 7s. 6d. net. 

Six young officers of the Indian Army encounter 
a yogi who tells them of the qualities they desire most 
on earth. Strange adventures beset them in India, 
Europe and Africa, and one woman runs like a thread 
through their various life-stories. As readable as the 
author’s earlier works. 


McColvin (Lionel Roy). MUSIC 
IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
(Grafton). 7s. 6d. met. Not 
out of print, as stated in 
A Bibliography oj Librarianship 
(Burton and Vosburgh), p. $9. 


All India Public Library 
Association 


Tue INDIAN Lrprary JOURNAL for November, 
1934, has published the official report of the 
All-India Public Library Association, and 
contains an account of the first rural library 
service funétion which was held at Adyar, 
Madras, last December. Every librarian in 
this country will be interested in the attempt 
that is being made to provide the vast territory 
of India with a rural library service. The 
following quotation from the address given 
by Mr. A. Ranganatham cannot fail to be 
interesting to our readers :-— 


“ We have all heard times without number, 
and in faé, most of us personally know it to 
be true, that India is essentially a land of 
villages and that the people living in rural 
areas are the backbone of the nation. If the 
nation is to be strong and virile, we cannot 
afford to negle& our villages. Their present 
condition, considered from any point of view, 
is far from satisfactory. Literacy has as yet 
made but little progress among them. Judged 
by the longevity of their lives, they cannot 
be considered to be strong and robust. The 
village people fall easy victims to any epidemics 
that may happen to be raging in their country. 
Their economic conditions are very depressing 
and most of them live in a State of chronic 
indebtedness. Their wants, though few, they 
find it difficult to satisfy. Their pleasures and 
opportunities for healthy recreation are few 
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and far between. Anything therefore that 
reduces the illiteracy among the masses, adds 
to their knowledge and enables them to 
resist disease and lead a healthier life and to 
earn a little more to lead a less penurious life, 
in faét, anything that promotes their progress 
all round or even in one direétion should be 
warmly welcomed by us. And an adequate 
Rural Library Service, we need have no 
doubt, will be a very effective means of bring 
ing about many, if not all of the changes 
indicated above.” 


The Library Association 
North-Western Branch 


REGIONAL Lrprary SERVICE. 

The Provisional Committee appointed by 
the Conference of Authorities to consider the 
formation of a Regional Library Service for the 
North WeéStern area, has suggested that the 
matter be proceeded with at once. The 
Lancashire and Cheshire County authorities 
and over 60 County Borough and other 
municipal authorities have signified their 
intention to participate in the scheme. 

The first meeting of the Regional Council 
was held at Manchester on Tuesday, December 
11th, in the Leéture Theatre, Central Library, 
Manchester, when Miss M. L. Kingsmill Jones 
(Chairman of the Manchester Libraries Com- 
mittee) extended a cordial welcome to the 90 
delegates. The eleétion of officers and Regional 
Council resulted as follows :— 

Chairman: Alderman R. W. Shepherd 
(Manchester). 

Honorary Secretary : Mr. C. Nowell, F.L.A. 
(Manchester). 

Honorary Treasurer: Mr. C. Stott (Roch- 
dale). 

Committee: Messrs. Alderman Rogerson, 
Alderman Taylor, Alderman Wardle, Alder- 
man Middleton, Councillor Price, Councillor 
H. Thomas, Councillor Nelson, A. H. Gillgrass 
H. Hamer, W. B. Coupland, J. Pomfret, J. W. 
Singleton, J. F. Smith. 

Honorary Auditors : Messrs. R. W. Lynn 
and F, A. Richards. 

It was resolved that the inauguration date 
be April rst, 1935. 
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The Library Association 
North-Western Branch 


PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS, 1935. 
Jan. 23.—Annual Meeting at Rochdale, 
April 1o.—Quarterly Meeting at Bolton, 
June 26.—Summer Meeting at Fleetwood. 
O&. 8.—Quarterly Meeting at Colne. 


Correspondence 
The Editor, THe Lisrary Worwp. 
Sir, Dec. 29th, 195m 


I regret to inform you that there wasml 
error in my article on Regional Libraries 
your December number. The Regional Liba 
for Lancashire, Cheshire and the Isle of Mi 
will not commence work until April 1$t, 199% 
I am indebted to Colonel Newcombe of 
National Central Library for this informatiqgy 
Public Library, Yours, etc. 

Shirley Road, A. D. Roa 

Acocks Green, 

Birmingham. 
The Editor, THe Lrsrary Worvp. 
Sir, January 4th, 

In the course of the extremely interesting 
review of Professional Literature, read by Mi 
Seymour Smith at the Library Associatii” 
Conference, the suggestion is made that 
who contemplates publishing a book @ 
Library Cataloguing should make his intentiag 
widely known with a view to securing thegm 
operation of others. My purpose in address 
myself to you is to invite such co-operatia™ 
from librarians or cataloguers who area 
terested. I shall particularly welcome anya 
formation respecting Modern Catalogul 
Praétice in Libraries of all kinds, and sh 
like, if possible, to secure some sort GB 
consensus of opinion as to the proved mem 
of the Dictionary and Classified Catalogam 
respectively. I should also welcome the Viagq 
of my colleagues respecting the ARN 
American Code and any desirable alteratiaaily 
to it that may have occurred to them, 
Yours, ete. 

Henry A. SHARE 

Dp 


Croydon 
Public Libraries. 
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